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My early shudder parted with its sting.

Bone was what happened; she became my wife.

Two children are born to the ill-matched pair. Bitter
disappointment awaits them both on their final landing.
Instead of being hailed in Greece as the conquering hero,
Jason is the object of general aversion because of his wife,
the sorceress. He feels himself slighted in her,,
Mine was she, me they scorned in scorning her,

but the double insult merely intensifies the estrangement
between them. His uncle Pelias commands him to cast off
Medea, but his pride rebels against the behest. Pelias dies
a cruel death, and Jason, suspected of having murdered
him, flees from lolcos. After wandering, a homeless fugi-
tive, from city to city, he reaches Corinth., whose king,
Creon, a friend of his father, he hopes may give shelter
to him and his wife. And to Creon he tells the story of
his life.

At the opening of the last part of the trilogy, in Cor-
inth, we find Medea resolved to break with the past. She
will be Greek with the Greeks, and buries her magic imple-
ments, together with the golden fleece. Gora, her nurse
and evil genius, who had come with her from Colchis, sur-
prises her as the chest containing the ill-starred treasures
is being lowered into the earth, and she heaps upon Medea
words of biting sarcasm:

And thus all now is blotted out?

A breath that's gone is the past,

Alone is the present, and there is no future.

There was no Colchis, and there are no gods.

Thy father never lived, nor died thy brother!

Because thou think'st it not, it ne'er has been \e, king!   At stake are Jife and fate!
